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This treachery of the Holiness of the Pope disgusted
the Ghibellinism of Don Fabrizio Colonna. This Was not
what he had contemplated, when he persuaded Duke Al-
fonso to adventure his right hand in the jaws of the Wolf
of Rome. Considering himself to be responsible, his own
honour at stake, he played a counter-stratagem upon the
Lord Julius P.P. II. By his aid, the Duke broke prison;
and, under his protection, in his fortress of Marino fifteen
miles from Rome, a safe asylum was provided. Duke
Alfonso desired to hasten to defend his duchy now men-
aced by the Pope: and all Colonna acclaimed his resolution.
Don Prospero Colonna undertook to bring him there
where he would be. Travelling by night through hostile
territory, environed by ever-present dangers, at length
disguised as Don Prospero's cook, the royal and ducal
Bandit reached Ferrara.
In the city there was joy. In the duchy there was con-
fidence restored. In the heart of the Duchess Lucrezia
there was gratitude for the safety of her much-loved lord.
Ferrara was fresh from four years successful war: an
excessively dangerous^ enemy to assault, now that her
leader led her. The pontifical army executed a second
strategic movement at the double—to the rear.
And, before the year 1513 was three months old, the
Terrible Pontiff, the Lord Julius P.P. II, (Who, according
to Monsignor Paris de Grassis, successor to Burchard as
Papal Caerimonarius, suffered from the French Disease,)
died at Rome, raving in His last delirium "Frenchmen,
begone from Italy! Begone from Italy, Alphonso d'Este I" '
Dreadful end of a curious revengeful disappointed
plebeian who was Ruler of the World! The monstrous
Moses of Michelangelo, in San Pietro ad Vinada, marks
His ambitious unfinished tomb.
The Most Illustrious Lord Giovanni de' Medici, Car-
dinal-Deacon of Santa Maria in Domnica, was the son of

